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Tv the Kinys moſt Excellent Majeftie fo R 
The hutnble P & T1 T 1 0 of the Lords and Commoethe 
in PARLIAMENT allembled. v). 
yer Maisftits moſt bunnble wd fabrbfull $ubjofts; the' Lordi ahi Commun afſerel 
in Parliament, have lately rtc#3ved n Petition rp} 4 gftdt nwmbty of the Geh. 
Free-holdtrs anilorher inhabitants of the Connrit of Yothk ; aſetnbit4 thive by Torr H., 
1efties Commund the third of Tent, whererh they declare rtot, That having taken a re« : £ 
ſolution to addrefſe themſelves tmto Your Majeſtic in the hittible way of a Petition, © 
for the redreſſe of thoſe Grievances which they tow lic tthdlef, rhey were violently tr1- 
terruptedand affronted therein by the Earle of Zynafzy, the Lofd Savif, aid others, 
and notwithſtanding all the means they epuld uſe to preſenttheir juſt deſires to Your 
Majeſtie , yet they could not prevail with Your Majeſtie to accept of their Petition ; 
The Copie whettof they have ſent to ts, with av bumble D fire, That we would take ſich 
courſe thetein as nay read tothe Preſervation of theit Liberties; and the! Peace of the 
Kingdom; Andrhat we would addrefſevur ſelves tbo Yout' Majzſtle in their behalf, 
that by our means theit deſices may finde better acceptation with Your Majeſtic ; 
Whereapin having ſercoufly weightd ," and conſidered the partictlatt of thoſe their Com- 
plaints and Deſires, as they are laid down intheir Petition; And finding that the Grievan- 
cet they complain of are the increaſe of the Miſtrits formerly ſuſtained by that Countie 
( which bath well-nigh for three yeers laft. paſt beti the THagical Steps of Arms aid 
War ) by reaſon of Tour Majeſties diftance in Reſidence, and difference in Connſels from 
Your great Conncell the Parliament, beg-tting great diſtempers and diſtr ations thorow + 
ont tae Kingdom and eſpecially in that Conntie; The drawing to thoſt Parts great numbers 
of diſcontented Perſons , thar hay too juſtly be feared do affett the pablike Rnine far their 
private advantage; The drawing together of may Companies of the Trained Bands, and 
others both Horſt and Foot of that Connie, andretaining multitudes of Commanders and 
Cavaliers from other pirts; The daily reſort of Recuſants to Tokr Majeſties Cottrt at 
York ; The gyeat preparations of Arms and other warlike Proviſions, te the great terrony 
aud amazemnt of Towr Majeſtits peateable Subjefts , and canſing a great detay of Trade 
and Commerce amongſt thens. All and every of which partic#lays are aginſt the Law which 
Tony Majeftie hath made ſo many and ſs frequent Profeſſions to uphold and maintain, And 
the Lords and Commons finding on the other fide their humble deſires to be, That Torr Ma- 
jeftit would hearken to Your Parhament, and declining all other Connſells whatſoever, 
unite Tour Confidence to Tony Parliament, and that Tour Maicſtic would not divide Tory 
Sabjefts joynt dutic to Tonr Majeſtie,the Parliament and Kingdom , nor deſtroy rhe E/> 
ſente of Tomy great Conneet andhigheſt Court by ſubjeting the Determinations and Coun- 
ſells thereof to the Counſetls and Opinions of any private perſons whatſoever ; That Your 
Majeſtic having paſſed an Aft, That this Parliament ſhall not be diffolved, but by At of 
Parliament, Tour Majeffy world not do any thing tending thereanto,by commanding away 
the Lords and great Officers, whoſe attendance & neceſſary therewnro ; That Your Majeſtic 
having expreſſed Tour confidence in the affeftions of that Countie , Ton wonld pleaſe to diſe 
miſſe Tour extraordinary Guards, and the Cavaliers and othirs of that qualitie, who (em 
to: have little Intereſt or Aﬀetion to the prblike good, their language and behaviour [paak- 
ing nothing bur Div1ſion and War, and their advantage confifting in that which i moſt de- 
frisive tootherr. Ani laftly , that mm | wa conſultations and Þ ropofurvrens as Tour Ma 
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a Lowntie , . ſuch. may vor be thruſft-upon them. a1 wen of that Conntie; 
' atix fortune or Refidence are any part of it, wn. 
2ich their himble aud-moſt juſt deſires being according to Law, which Tony 
' * "ath ſo often aeclared ſhould be the Meaſure and Rnl: of Your Government 
ns ; And we Your Majeſtics moſt faithfull Subjefts the Lords and Commons ful- 
warring with the Gentlemen. lend drher: of the” Countir of York , in thiir Aſſnmrauce 
 ! thoſe deſires of theirs-will abowndantly redownd. to the glory of God, the honour = | 
,afety of Tour Majeſtic, the good of Your Poſterity, and the Peace and Proſperity of | 
' 4s Kingdom; webumbly beſeech Tour Majeſtic gracionſly to hearken anto them, and.to 
rant them ; and that you wauldjoyne with Tour. Parliament in a ſpeedy and effectuall. | 
. wrſe forthe Preſervation of, ther Liberties and. the Peace of the K ingdows, which dnty , | | 
as we arengw called upon byithat Comm totiſtharge, ſo do weftand engaged to Grd and 
mas jor the performance thereof by the traſt yepaſed'incins, and by onr ſolemn, Vow. and Pro«. 
 teſtation; And Tour Maieſtie,together with us,ſtand: engaged by the like obligation of truſt, 
and of an Oath, beſides the mavy awd earneſt Profeſſions and Þ roteſtations, which Your Ma- 
Jeftie hath made to this: parpeſete Tour whole Kingdom in generall, and to that (omnntie in . 
particu{arghe Ponce aud q944% of the Kingdaw( as ts well okſerved by theſe Gentlemen nnd. 
Free-ho/ders of N ork(hire in their Petitien ) being the onely viſible means under Gd, * 
wherein cenſets rhe Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, the Redemption of our bre- 
thres 14 Ireland, rthehappines & proſperity of Your Mijeltie, of all Tour D aminions. 


Hts Majeftics Anfwer tothe Petition of the Lordsand Commons in Parlias 
© mentaſſembled, preſented to His Zajeſtie at York, the 17 of June. 1642. | 


GREED Is Majeſtie having. carefully weighed the matter this Petition preſented to... 
KIES Is . Him at Torke.0n Eriday. the ſeventeenth of June, by.the. Lord, Howard,, Sir « 
1 Es. Nagh Cholmely, & Sir Philip Stapleton, Though He might refer the Petition. 
- GWzPs..ncrs to his twoltt Dedarations, wherein moſt: ofthe Particulars in this. 
| Petition arefully anſwered, or might refuſe ſo give any Anſwer-at all, till. He had re- \ 
ceived ſatisfaction inthoie high indignities He hath fo often, complained of , and des - 
mandediuſtice for ; Yet that all the World may ſce how. deſirous His Majcſtie is to. 
leavenoatwhich ſeemes to carry.the Reputation of both his. Houſes. of Parliament, .. 
and in the leaſt. degree tarefeR.upon His.Majelties Iuſtice and: Honour, unantwered ; + 
Is graciqufly,pleated to return this Anſwer : NI 
That if the Petition mentioned to. be Preſented to Both Honſcs of Parlia- 
ment had been annexed to. this now delivered to Him , His Majeſtie might 
have diſcerned .the number - and . the quality, of the Petitioners, which His Maje- 
ſtic hath-great reaſonto beleeve was not.in truth-ſoconſiderable as is pretended : For 
Hi Matofti aſſures you, That-He hath neverrefuſed any, Petition ſo atteſted as that 
would be thought to be;But His Majeſtie well remembers, that on the 3. of Iune,when - 
there was upon his Majeſties Summons the greateſt, and the moſt cheerfull concourſe 
of people that ever was beheld of one County, appearing before Himat York, a Gen- 
tleman (one Six Thomas F airfax ) ofteredin that great. Confluence a Petition to His. | 
Maieſtie, which-His Majeſtie ſeeing to. be avowed by no man but himſelf, and, the 
generall and 'univerfall Acclamations of the people \ Bra to. diſclaim. it, did not 
receive z conceiying it not to be of fo publike a nature, as to be fit to. be preſen- 
ted or receiyed jun that place. ; And, His Majeſtic is moſt confident. , ( nd. lo 
fe 7; Þ, _ | that 
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char muſt appeal to thoſe were then MO! that whar ever the ſubſiank RH , 
tition was, it was. not conſented to by any conſiderable number of Gentry, of 2*PPp 
holders of this County ; but ſolicited by a few, mean,inconfiderable perſons, aſegv 
liked, and viſibly diſcountenanced by the great Body of the known Gentry, Clefthe 
and Inhabitants of this whole County :- And if the matter of that Petition was ſuch! ) 
is (ſuggeſted in this, His Majeſtic hath great realon to beleeve it was framed and con= 
trived( as many others of ſuch nature have been.) in Londox, not in Torkeſrire ; For 
ſure noGentleman of quality and un:!erſtanding of this County would talk of His great 
preparations of Arms, and other Warlike Proviſions, to the-great Terrour and Amaze= 
ment of His peaceable Subjets, when they are witneſſes of the violent taking His 
Arms from Him,and ſtopping all wayes for bringing more to Him; And if there were 
no greater Terrour and'Amazement of His Majcities peaccable Subjects in other places 
by ſuch Preparations and Provifions, there would be no more cauſe to complain of a 
great decay of Trade and Commerce there,then. is in this place *But His Majeſtic hath 
ſo great an aſſurance of the Fidelity and generall Aﬀ:Aions of His good Subjetts of 
this County (which He hopes will prove exemplar over His whole Kingdom ) that 
He hath greaticauſe:to-beleeve_ , that they do rather complain of His Majeſties Conf 
dence, and of- His ſlownefle; That whileſt there is ſach endeavour abroad to raiſe 
Horſe, and to provide Arms againſt His Majeſtie, and that endeayour put in execution, 
His Maj: ſtie truſts ſo much tothe _ of His Cauſe, and the Aﬀections of His peo- 
ple,and neglects to provideſtrength toaffilt that Juſtice, to prote& thoſe AﬀeFtions. 

. Forany Afﬀronts offered by the Earl of Zind/#y,or the Lord Savill to thoſe who in» 
tended to petition His Majeftie; His Majeſtie. wiſhes'that both His Houſes of Patli- 
ament would have examinzd that Information, and the credit of the Informers , with 
that gravity and:-deliberation,as in Caſes which concern the Innocence and Honour of 
Perſons of ſuch quality hath been accuſtomed, before they had Proſcribed two Peergof* 
the Realm,and expoſed them (as much as in them lay ) to the rage & fury of the people,” 
under the Character of being Enemies to the Common-wealth, A brand newly found out” 
( and of no Legall ſfignification)to incenſe the people by,and with which the ſimplicity 
of former times was not acquainted ; And then His Majeſtie hath ſome reaſon to be- 
leeve, they would have found themſelves as much abuſed-in the report concerning- 
thoſe Lords, as He is ſure they are in choſe which tell them of the Reſort of great nuns« | 
ters aud diſcontented Perſons ts Him, and of the other particulars mentioned 'to be-in 
that Petition; Whereas they who obſerve what reſort 1s here to His Majeſtie , well 
know ittobe of the prime Gentlemen ofall che Counties in E-g/and, whom nothing 
but the love of Religion, the care of the Laws,&Liberties of the Kingdom, beſides their 
Aﬀecion to his Perfon,could cngage into great Journeys,trouble & ex ence,Men of as 
precious Reputation, and as exemplary Lives, as chis Nation hath any, whoſe aſlilt:nce 
His Majeſtie knows he muſtnot _— if he ſhould have the leaſt Deſigne againſt Ho- 
nour and Juſtice ; And fuch witneſles his Majeſties deſires to have of all His Actions, 

For the declining all other Counfels-and the uniting His confidence to His Parlia« 

' ment, His Majcſtie defires both His Houſes of Parliament ferioufly-and fadly to.con= 
ſider, that it is not the name of a greator little Counſelt that makes the Refalts of that- 
Counſel juſt or unjuſt; neither can the imputation upon His Maj-ftie of not being ad- 
viſed by His Parliament ( eſpecially ſince all their Afton: and alt their Orders are expo- 
{ed to the Publike view )long miſlead His good Subjedts,except in truth they {ze ſome 
particular ſound advice neceſlary tothe Peace and happineſſe of the Coimmon-wealth 

diſcſteemed by His Majcſty,8 fuch an TY is molt aſſured neithercan nor ſhalbe - 
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, t fuch Counſell as would perſwade Him to make Himſelf none of the three 
. « - » by giving up His negative voice tdallow them a Power faperiorto that which 
/Law hath given Him,whenſoever it 6a the major part preſent of both Houſes 
ſay that he doth not diſcharge His truſt as He oughrt,and to{ſubjeQt His, and His Sub- 
. , Jets unqueſtionable Right and Propriety to their Votes , Without and againſt Law, 
upon the meer pretence of neceſſity. And His Majeſtie muſt appeal to all the World, 
- whoitis that endeavours todividethe joint dutie of His Subjects, His Majeſtie who 
requires nothing but what their own dutie., guided by the infallible Rule of the Law, 
leads them to do',. or they who by Orders and Yotes ( oppoſite and contradio 
to Law, Cnſtome,. prefidentand reaſon ) ſo. confound the affections and underſtand- 
ings of His good Subjedts, that they know not how to behave themſelres with 
honeſtie and {afetie , whileſt- their Conſcience will not ſuffer them to ſubmir ts the 
one nor their ſecnritieto apply themſelves to the other. It is not the bare ſaying that 
His Majeſties Ations are q pe an Law ( with which he isrepr-oached in this Peti. 
vion,as if he departed from his often Proteſtations to that purpoſe )muſt concludeHim, 
there being no one fuch particular in that Petition alleadged, of which His Majeſtic is 
in the leaſt degree guiltie ; whecher the ame reverence and eſteem be paid by you to 
the Law .( except your own Votes be judge ) needs no other Evidence, then thoſe 
many. very many Orders publiſhed in Print, both conceming the Church and Stare, 
hole long Impriſonments of feverall Perſons without hearing them, upon generall in- 
formati the great andunlimited Fees to your Officers, worſe then the Impriſon- 
ment, and the Arbitrary cenfurtupon them when they are admireed to be heard ; Lec 
zthe Law be judge by whom it is violated, "ny 
'. For that Part of the Petition which ſeems to accuſe his Mayeſtie of a purpoſe to dif 
folve-this Parliament (contrary to the ARt for the Continuance)by Commanding away 
theLords and great Officers, whoſe attendance is neceflary, which his Majeſtie well 
knows to be'anew Calumnyyby which theGrandContrivers of ruine for the Stats hope 
teſeduce the mindes of the People from their afteFion to,or into Iealouſic of this Maje- 
Ttiezas if he meant this way to bring this Parliament(which may be the cafe of all Parlia« 
Iments.) to nothing; it 15 not poſſible for His Majeſtie more to expreſſe His affetion to, 


and-his Reſolution for the Freedom , Libertie and Frequencie of Parliaments, then he 


hath'done; And who cver conſiders how-viſible it muſt be to His Majeſtie;that it is rm» 
poſſible for him to ſubſiſt without the affeftions of his people, and that thoſe affeRions 
carmot poſſibly be preſerved'or made uſe of but by Parliaments,cannotgive theleaſt cree 
dit,or baye the:leaſt ſuſpition, that His Majeſtie would chufe any other way to the hap- 
pinefſe He deſires for Himſelt and His Poſterity,butby Parliaments : Butfor His calling 
the Lords hither,or any others abſenting themſelves,who have nor bin called, who ever 
cenfiders the Tumults ( which no Votes or Declaration can make to be no Tumult: )by 
which His Majeſtie was driven away,.and matiy Mcmvers of either Houſe in danger of 
their lives , the demanding the names of thoſe Lords who would not confent totheir 
Propoſitions by Meffige fromthe houſe of Commons delivered at the. Bar by M' Heltis, 
with that moſt tumultuous Petition in the Name of many thonſfands (among many o- 
ther of the ſame kinde )direed to the Houſe of Commons, and fentup by them-to the 
Houſe of Lords,taking notice of the prevalence ofa malignant Faction, which made a- 
bortive all their goodMotions,which tended to the Peace & Tranquillity-of the King- 


dom,deſiring tt az thoſe noble Worthjes of the Houſe of Peers , who concurred with | 


them in their happy Viotes,, might be earneſtly deſired to joyn with that honourable 
> Houſe, 


A: ay Wilthink itmerit 1n His Majeſtic from the Common-wealth 


, remedy were taken for the remcveall of all fach obſtructions as hindered the happy 


® expreſle ) in the affections of this Countie,, an inſtance of which aft:ions all men 
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Houſe, and to fir and Vote as engentire Body, profeſſing that tinleſſe ſomsſpeed 
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greſle of their grearendeavours, their Petitioners ſhould nor reſt in quietneffe,buj 
ſhould be inforcedto lay hold on the next remedy which was at band to remove the 
diſturbers of their Peace, and { wantand neceſfity breaking the bounds of modeſty ) 
nat to leave any means unaſſayed for their relicf, adding that the cry of the Poor and 
Needy was, That ſuch perſons who were the Obſiailes of their Peace, and hinderers 
of the happy proceedings of this Parliament might be forthwith publikely declared,j 
whoſe remoyeall they cunceived would put a Period to theſe diſtractions: upon which ++: 
a great number of Lords departing, the Vote in order to the Ordinance concerning 
the 2£/itia was immediatly paſt, though it had been twice before put to th: Queſti- > 
on, and rejeted by the Votes of much the major part of that Houſe. And whoever 
conſiders the ſtrange Orders, Votes and Declarations which have ſince paſſed, to which 
whoſoever would not conſent, that is, with, freedom and liberty of language and 
reaſon profeſſe againſt, was in danger of Cenſure and Impriſonment, will not blame 
Our Care in ſending for them, or theirs in coming, or abſenting themſelves from 
being involved in ſuch Conclufions, Neither will it be any Objetion, that they ſtayed 
there long after any Tumults were, and therefore that the Tumults drave them net 
away : If every day produced Orders and Reſolutions as illegall as, and indeed but rhe 
eflefts of the: Tumults, there was no cauſe to doubt the fame power would be ready 
to prevent any Oppoſition to thoſe Orders after they were made, which had made 
way and preparation for the Propoſitions'of them, and fo whoſoever conceived him» 
ſelf in danger of future Tumults (againſt which there is not the leaſt proviſion Javas 
driven away by thofe which were paſt ; And His Majeſtic hath more reaſon to wonder 
atthoſe who ſtay behinde, after all His Legall Power is Voted from Him, -andall the 
People told, That he might be with modefty and duty enough Depoſed, then any 
man hath at thoſe who have been willing to withdraw themſelves: from the place 
where ſuch deſperate and dangerous Pofitions are avowed, which His Majeſtie doth 
not mention with the leaſt thoughr of leſſening the Power or Validity of any Aﬀt,te 
which He hath given His Afſent' this Parliament ; All and every of which He ſhall as 
#8 inviolably obſerve, as He looks to have Hisown Rights preſerved, but to ſhew by 
what means ſo many ftrange Orders have of late been made; And to ſhew how ear- 
neftly His-Majeſtie deſires to be preſent at, andtoreceive Advice from both Houſes 
of Parliament ( againſt whom it ſhall never be in the power of a Malignant Party 'to in» 
cenſe His Majeftie ) His Majeſtic again offers His conſent, that both Houſes may be 
Adjourned to another Place, which may be thought convenient, where His v ajcſtie 
will be preſent, and doubts not but the Members of either Houfe will make a full Ap» | 
earance;'And even the Intermiſſion which muſt atrend ſuch an Adjournment may not 
be the leaſt means of recovering that temper which is neceſlary for ſuch Debates. 

And this His Majeſtie conceives: to be fo very neceſſary, that if the mindes and. in» 
clinations of every Member of either Honfe were equally compoſed, the Licence is fo 
great that the mean people about Loxdon and the Suburbs have taken , that both for 
the Liberty and Dignity of Parliament that Convention for atime ſhould be in another 
place. And fure how much ſoever the ſafety and ſecurity of this Kingdom depends on 
Parliaments, it will never be thought that thoſe Parliaments muſt of neceſſity be ar 
Feftminſter, | | | 

His Majeſties Confidence is no lefſe then He hath exprefled ( and hath great cauſe to 


_ 


know 


(6) RE . 
mow. His Guard (which is not extraordinay ) tobe, and wonders that ſuch a Legall 
Guard at His own charge, for his Perſon (within twentie miles of a Rebellion, and of 
en Armie in pay againſt him) ſhould be obj*&ell by thoſe, who. for ſo many moneths, 

'- andinaplace of known and confeſſed ſecuritiz, have withonr and againſt Law kept a 
Guard for themſelyes at the charge of the Common-wealth, and upon that ſtock of 
money which was given for the relict of the miſerable and bleeding condition of Ir e« 
tand, or the paiment of the greatd:bt due to Our Kingdome of Scotland. = 

For the reſort of Papitts tothe Court, His Majeſties great care for the prevention _ - 
thereof is notoriouſly known, rhat when he was informed two or three of His in- 
tend:d Guard were of that Religion , He gave eſpeciall diretion , with exoreſſions 
of His diſpleaſure, thatth-y ſhould be immediatly diſcharged, and provided that no 
perſon ſhonld attend on Him under that Relation , but {uch as took the Oaths of Alle-= 
giance and Supremacie ; that He command-4 the Sheriffe to proceed with all ſeyeri- 
tic according to the Law againſt all Papifts that ſhould come within' five miles of 
the Court, and if. notwith!landing this there. be any Papiſts ncer the Court, 
(which His Majeſtie affures you He knows nor, nor hath heard but by this Petiti- 
on) He doth hereby Comtnand them to depart, and declares. to all Office:s and 
Miniſters of Juſtice , that they ſhall proceed ttrily againſt them according tothe 
Law, andas th:y will anſwer the contrary at their perils, S591 

For the language and behaviour of the Cavaliers (a word by what miſtake ſoever 
it ſeemes much in disfayour ) there hath not been the leaſt complaint here, and there- 
fore it is probable the fault was not found in this County, Neither can His Majeftie 
imegine what is meant by the mention of any men thruſt upon them in ſuch Conſul- 
tations and Propofitions as His Mijeſtie makes to this County, who ate neither by 
their Fortune or Reſidence 4ny part of it; and therefore can make'no Anfwer to it; 

To conclude, His Majeftie affures you He hath never refuſed to receive any Peti- 
tion, whether you have or-no, your ſelves beſt know, and will conſider what Reputa- 
tion it will be to you of Juſtice or Ingenuity to receive all Petitions how ſenfteſſs and 
Scandalous focyer of one kinde , under-preterice- of underſtanding: the-good peoples 
mindesand aff:Fions, and not onely refuſe the Petition, batphhifhthe Petitioners of 
another kinde, nnder colour 'thit it is a-crime that they! are not fatisfied. with youx 
ſenſ*, as if you were onely traſted by the J's ap of one opinion; To take all pains to 

publiſh and print Petitions which agree with: your wiſhes, though they were never 

' preſented, and to uſe the fame Induſtry:and-Anthority tokeep thoſe that indeed were 
preſented and ayowed frombecing publiſhed (thongh by'Our own Aihority) becaule 
the Argomn entis not pleaſant to you ,'To pretend Impartiality! and Infallibility; and to 
exprefle the greateſt paſſionand affetionin the order of your Proceeding, and ns leffe 
errour and miſ-nnderſtanding in your judgements and reſolutions, He doth remember 
well the Obligarion of His Truſt, and of -His Oath,and defires that yon will'do ſo too, 
and your own ſolemn'Vow. and Proteſtation, aid then yon will not:onely think'it con- 
venient, but neceſſary to give His Majeſtic a full Repatation for all the ſcandalslaid:up- 
on Him,and all the ſcandalous Poſitions made againſt Him;and that it is lefle:difhononr 
ro retraterrours, then by avowing to.confeſle the malice of them, and will fee this ro 
be the ſareſt way for the preſervation of th* Proteſtant Religion, the redemption of 
our Brethren in _/reland, the happineſle and: proſperity of: your {elves and of alt Our 
Dominions,and of the Dignity and Freedom of Parliament, 3HRIEIIN 
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